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advantage and its disadvantage. The experimental attitude
makes it possible for an acquaintance to be formed without
immediately fatal results. Both sexes exercise their judg-
ment and dexterity in reciprocal expression, accommodation,
and defence. Innumerable experiences that often prove
uncommonly valuable in later life can be included in the
category of flirting. But on the contrary, the absence of
obligation often tends to seduce a man or a girl into the
practice of habitual flirtation, and then they grow shallow,
superficial, and heartless. The man becomes a drawing-
room hero, a heart-breaker, never dreaming what a dull,
insipid figure he presents. The woman becomes a coquette
whom a serious man instinctively feels is not to be taken
seriously. Hence flirting a tout prix is not to be commended.
A phenomenon that is as rare as flirting is common is
the genesis and conscious cultivation of a serious love. We
might term this phenomenon simply the ideal case, without
thereby committing ourselves to traditional romanticism.
For the formation of the personality the timely awakening
and conscious cultivation of a deep, serious, and responsible
feeling is undoubtedly of the highest value in every respect.
For the young man such a relationship can be the most
effectual shield against all side-tracks and temptations,
against all physical and psychic hurts, and can also be a
powerful spur to industry, proficiency, loyalty, and reliability.
There is, however, no value so great that it has not also
its unfavourable aspect. A relationship that is so ideal easily
becomes exclusive. There is before his eyes ever the same
object and the same goal. Through his love the young man
is too much cut off from the acquaintance of other women;
.and the girl does not learn the art of erotic achievement,
since she already possesses her man. And the possessive
instinct of the woman is a dangerous thing. It may easily
happen that the man, regretting all those experiences with
other women that he omitted to have before marriage, decides
to make up for them after.

